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TATT ICT FORUM – RADIO AND TELEVISION TALK SHOWS: WHAT IS 

LEGAL AND WHAT IS NOT 

 

Presentation by Daren Lee Sing, President of the TTPBA 

Thursday 26th March 2015 

 

Good Afternoon and thank you Mr. Master of Ceremonies; Mr. Selby 

Wilson, Chairman of the Telecommunications Authority of Trinidad and 

Tobago; Mr. Chris Seecharan, CEO TATT; Ms. Nievia Ramsundar, TATT’s 

Corporate Secretary and Chief Legal Advisor, and my distinguished co-

presenter this afternoon; colleagues at the TTPBA; members of the Media; 

other specially invited guests. 

When I got the topic for this presentation I was tempted to call our host to 

suggest that they ought to have invited another kind of Professional to speak 

to the topic. In essence, “What is Moral, Ethical and Legal, and what is not”, 

which is self-explanatory and perhaps requires someone of the legal 

profession. 

Having given the matter some consideration, I opined that just maybe these 

guys understood the issues better than any of us within the profession 

believe. They may just have a point that those who are involved in the cut 

and thrust of the talk show business, who operate on a daily basis, may be 

the ones who understand the topic best and therefore can provide an 

audience such as this with an understanding of the circus that spins a fair 

share of the electronic broadcast industry’s revenue. 
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Nineteen years ago there was talk in radio and there was talk on television. 

There was always talk but it could not be termed ‘talk shows’. It was good 

radio and even better television, with the likes of Aunty Hazel Ward 

Redman and Uncle Ian Ali, among others. 

Trinidad and Tobago had long known of the familiarity of 2 TV stations in 

TTT and Channel 4, and in radio there was NBS and TBC as the institutions 

that formed the nucleus of what would eventually explode from one-way 

radio to conversations with the public. Then along came a fellow called 

Louis Lee Sing who believed the time had come for, as he put it, “real talk” 

and moved with precision to ride the wave of change that ushered in the 

Basdeo Panday UNC Administration into office. It was a new cycle, which 

catered to new politics –out was Manning and in was Panday, and this 

change opened the floodgates to talk radio at Power 102 FM with a tagline 

“No More Limits”. The evidence would show that this station and its team 

lived that tag – with ‘no holds barred’ talk, with topics on everything, 

including subjects long considered taboo for radio. 

There was presenter Tusca, a lady with a sultry voice at nights, advising both 

male and female about love and their love lives, and by morning, Trinidad 

and Tobago has had to put up with the evergreen duo of Tony and Dale, who 

I dare say are an industry standard on talk radio, what is legal and what is 

not for going on 25 years now, and that deserves an applause ladies and 

gentlemen. 
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If there were doubts about the power of talk, history would illustrate that 

there was a schism within Radio Vision which gave rise to another talk 

station – i95.5FM. This new talk vehicle took the staff, audience and 

revenue from Power 102 FM, and up to the third quarter of 2014, i95.5FM 

remained the leader in the overall market utilizing a talk format. 

Now that was one version of the evolution of talk radio, but there are 

numerous other niches that are telling stories of what we now know as talk 

radio. For example, Ms. Kiran Maharaj formed a station whose format was 

principally focused on women and women’s issues - that station is Heartbeat 

103.5FM. There was Tony Chow Lin On who started a revolution in urban 

formats that has now transformed into a unique niche called “urban talk,” a 

lighter style to the “hard talk” format. Boom Champions 94.1FM dethroned 

i95.5FM as the #1 radio station in Trinidad and Tobago in the 4th quarter of 

2014.  And Dr. Margaret Elcock, leaving the announcer’s chair at then Love 

94.1FM and forming ISAAC 98.1, a gospel station to inspire. And what 

about Dik Henderson, who formed the nation’s first indo-formatted station? 

And Sangeet 106.1fm (GML) on mornings with Shamoon Mohammed or 

‘the Platform’ on The People's Station Radio 90.5fm on week nights with 

Tony and Sadro Maharaj? Kiran and I were debating where Prime 106FM 

fitted into the radio equation. 

Ultimately, all 38 formats in today’s radio have some component of talk and 

that usually happens when owners and managers try to differentiate 

themselves from the rest of the pack. 
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In like manner, there was equal movement on television, with a proliferation 

of TV talk – some say it was really “radio on television”, but that is a 

discussion for another time. Here we also witnessed talk television with 

some programmes balanced, some not so balanced, and some downright 

reckless. 

What must be clear to any objective observer is that media managers 

recognised the strength of talk, but more importantly, the creation of the 

opportunity for audiences to participate by accessing the programmes via 

telephone lines. 

This formula created the likes of Crime Watch and Beyond the Tape, two 

examples of today’s programming that work via caller interaction. In recent 

weeks we have seen emerging some short but creative programming, 

featuring young journalists like Jabari Fraser and Kejan Haynes with focus 

on the social and political issues. 

I have given this background to assist the uninitiated in appreciating that talk 

in the electronic media is not just talk, but talk that constitutes part of a 

much needed indigenous programming and it is hoped, with increased focus 

by Programme Directors, it will become a medium that truly educates, 

entertains and informs listeners and audiences. 

As we meet, this talk product is evolving and morphing in some areas of the 

media in directions that are less than desirable. 

As you listen to programmes across the radio band you recognize the 

airwaves are now under the control of political parties. You listen and you  
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hear little balance. What you get are publicists for one party or another. In 

such scenarios, there is neither balance nor objectivity and in the process 

people are maligned and their character sullied, and I dare state assassinated. 

We also have the added challenge of the open line, where persons through 

disguise and anonymity, are allowed to say anything about institutions, and 

politicians. And just about anyone feels the whip of these callers who, with 

heads swollen and with anger, they beat all into submission. 

Talk as a medium may have opened up the airwaves and added to the 

democracy through free speech.  But we have had to pay a price, as many 

who are presenters are not trained. Coupled with those who lack 

professionalism to effect broadcast standards that enhance our democracy, 

there is very little enrichment of the quality of life within our society. 

The opening up of the airwaves through the granting of licenses brought 

with it expectations of better programming, generally. This did not happen 

as many persons holding new paper licenses sought to build out their 

licenses, and as with everything in Trinidad and Tobago, followed the leader 

and created talk monsters. 

In more ways than one we got a variety of talk, be it Indo talk, Trinidadian 

talk, or just plain ole talk. 

Much of this talk remains focused on issues of the day, which are overly 

driven by the politicians. So there is talk about who is wining on whom, and 

very little meaningful debate of Government plans and programmes or lack  
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there of.  Conversely, there is no talk of the Opposition’s future for our 

Nation.  None is demanded and none is offered. 

Never before have we heard so many unconfirmed reports or rumours of 

corruption, all addressed within talk shows as facts. 

Too many rumours are allowed on air either by host or caller as facts, and I 

dare say, we have become numb, and in some cases we totally ignore the 

invasion of privacy of some, as we seek to build our ratings. 

But some do try to be objective, some do seek to uncover wrongdoing all 

around, some do attempt to be as professional as they can be, but there is 

room for much improvement all around. 

There is need for uncensored self-regulation and this can be accommodated 

through various mediums. 

One gets the view that there are no longer Programme Directors at radio 

stations, and maybe this is so given the competition, and the lack of budgets 

to sustain so many broadcast houses. 

The TTPBA stresses the need for strong programme directors and even 

stronger in-house guidelines for ALL on-air staff.  

There is need for an even stronger Media Association of Trinidad and 

Tobago (MATT) or a similar organization, to work in harmony with media 

managers to give effect to a more enlightened, better-equipped talk show 

host.  

Through consultation and training… 
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Yes we have too may blimps in the business. 

There is need for an ever present, strong, and independent Media Complaints 

Council, who MUST have powers to sanction when the public has 

complaints against content. 

Some within Government and Opposition are probably sharpening their 

knives to move to effect regulation by the State. Such attempts must not only 

be rejected, but stopped.  

Regulations must be from, of, and by the media. 

If there is to be censure, it must only come from the media house. To do 

otherwise, is to countenance state control of the media, which has no place 

in a democratic society. To even think state censorship is to impose the 

invisible hand of dictatorship. 

The media’s response must therefore mean increased internal 

responsibilities. Programme Directors must begin to work, monitoring their 

on-air programming 24/7. 

Presenters and callers must be introduced to a new discipline where respect 

for the laws governing slander and libel are rigidly adhered to, failing which, 

the affected person has early redress before the Media Complaints Council, 

and in the event that fails, before the Courts. 

There was a time all radio stations had a delay switch, which effectively 

controlled the recklessness of callers. 
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Today, as a listener you get the feeling the delay switch is obsolete, but then, 

how would you apply the delay switch to a talk show host, when it is 

intended for the caller? 

In summary, there are occasions when even in the better regulated broadcast 

houses, reckless comments are not only borderline, but over the line. 

The response of the offended is to pursue litigation under our country’s libel 

laws. In some instances, the offended prevails. At other times, the media 

house settles out of court based on legal advice given. 

At the level of the TTPBA, it is our desire to encourage the 

professionalisation of ALL practitioners through development programmes 

with focused training and the encouragement of good sense. 

We further encourage our members to have content guidelines for on-air 

staff separate from editorial guidelines, which will direct our newsrooms.  

It is hoped that all would come to recognize that a better media begins from 

within the media, with each media organisation taking responsibility for its 

actions.  

In conclusion, one cannot argue with Ms. Ramsundar as I feel I now have an 

office here at TATT, the TTPBA is always here – what she articulates is 

fairly self-explanatory. 

Let me take a few moments to reply to our Chair. 

 What is legal is not always ethical. 
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 I ask, who determines the definition of ethical, or for that matter, what 

is News? 

 We must note there are different types of talk shows: current affairs, 

investigative, etc. 

 After yesterday, we must also note that political platforms are modern 

day talk shows. 

 Perhaps we should have invited the politicians also… 

 More importantly, talk show hosts are not necessarily journalists. 

 The pool is small and dwindling. 

 “Payola” or the act of being on the take plagues our industry. 

 It is important to distinguish ‘news’ from ‘advertising’ in a media 

house which has many layers, much like the onion analogy. 

 Mr. Chairman, don’t despair, Trinidad and Tobago will see many 

more Trevor McDonalds in times to come. The TTPBA is actively 

harnessing the Sampsons, Faines, Jabaris and Vernons, and they are in 

good hands… the TTPBA advocates social responsibility. 

 


